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      The Last Four Things: Death, Judgement, Heaven, & Hell  Class 5 

“For God formed man to be imperishable; the image of his own nature he made him. But by the envy of the devil, 
death entered the world, and they who are in his possession experience it.”  

-Wisdom 2:23-24  
 
Death  
Death is a reality in human life. All men are confronted with the reality of their own death, which can come at any 
time in any way and cut them off forever from the land of the living. Death puts an end to human life as the time 
open to either accepting or rejecting the divine grace manifested in Christ. It is our encounter with the limits of our 
own creation, this allows us to encounter the limitless of our creator. We are dust and to dust we shall return. No one 
gets out of this world alive, not even Jesus himself.  Although we should not want or actively seek death, because life 
itself is a miraculous gift, death should not be feared, because of the gift of Christ’s sacrafice. Death is thee pivotal 
moment in our lives when our soul is able to be brought into final judgment and where our life long hope of eternal 
glory can be made possible. We need to see the urgency/eagerness of death in our lives. Despite pleasant sounding 
platitudes about “death being part of life” and death being natural, the Catholic Church teaches that death is not 
natural; i.e., it was not part of God’s original creation. Death came as punishment for sin. 
 
Judgment 
After death comes the judgment (Heb. 9:27). There is a strong tradition that after death the soul of the departed is 
ushered into God’s presence by their guardian angel, but this is a matter of speculation. Immediately after the death, 
the possibility of a soul meriting ends, as does its chance to repent of sin. The New Testament speaks of judgment 
primarily in its aspect of the final encounter with Christ in his second coming, but also repeatedly affirms that each 
will be rewarded immediately after death in accordance with his works and faith. The parable of the poor man 
Lazarus and the words of Christ on the cross to the good thief, as well as other New Testament texts speak of a final 
destiny of the soul--a destiny that can be different for some and for other. Each man receives his eternal retribution in 
his immortal soul at the very moment of his death, in a particular judgment that refers his life to Christ: either 
immediate or eventual entrance into heaven or immediate damnation. 
At the evening of life, we shall be judged on our love. 

• Does this not beg the question of what is Love? 
• Is judgment an act of love?   
• When/how/why is it a sin to judge? 
•  

Those who are in need of intermediate purification before entry into heaven enter the state of purgatory. When death 
occurs, the will of the soul is fixed in whatever state it was in when it passed from its body; thus, those who died 
rejecting God have their wills fixed against God. Therefore, repentance after death is not possible because the souls 
of the damned have no desire to repent after death. They have their wills turned towards evil and it will be so for all 
eternity.  
 
Heaven 
Those souls who, at the moment of death, are free from all guilt of sin and punishment for sin, enter immediately into 
the bliss of heaven. Those who die in God's grace and friendship and are perfectly purified live forever with Christ. 
They are like God forever, for they "see him as he is," face to face. To live in heaven is "to be with Christ." The elect 
live "in Christ,” but they retain, or rather find, their true identity, their own name. In the glory of heaven the those in 
heaven continue to joyfully fulfill God's will in relation to other men and to all creation.  

• Heaven is to be fully united with our Lord of eternity.  
• The Joy of Heaven is the perpetual on constant adoration of the creator of all creation. 
• This is work in heaven. Heaven is not a vacation. But our wills will be fully integrated with his. 
 

The bliss of heaven consists primarily in the vision of God. This is called the beatific vision. This vision is of a 
supernatural nature and requires a supernaturally elevated intellect. It is not a corporeal vision (though it is uncertain 



 

St. Michael Confirmation 2021-2022               Class 5: The Last Four Things 2 

what we will see with our corporeal eyes) but a vision of pure intellectual knowledge, in which God is known. Here 
on earth God is perceived through faith; in heaven, faith comes to an end and we arrive at knowledge. The vision of 
God is not passive, as when we look at something with our physical eyes. Rather, it is dynamic and active. The 
vision of God is an exchange of divine love and divine joy. But, however, there is inequality in the beatific vision; 
some see God clearer than others and thus receive more joy and glory. 
 
Purgatory 
The word “purgatory” is not found in the Scriptures but was developed to explain the process of purification that a 
righteous soul undergoes after death but before entering heaven. The word comes from the Latin, “purgare,” which 
means to make clean or to purify.  
  
The Catechism of the Catholic Church says that “all who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly 
purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the 
holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven. The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of the 
elect, which is entirely different from the punishment of the damned” CCC 1030 
 
Most of us who may die in God's grace and friendship, will still be imperfectly purified. Although those souls are 
indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but only after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the 
holiness necessary to enter heaven. The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of the elect, which 
is entirely different from the punishment of the damned. Purgatory is a place where one is purged of sin. This 
teaching is also based on the practice praying for the dead, as mentioned in Scripture: "Therefore [Judas Maccabeus] 
made atonement for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin." The Church honors the memory of the 
dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the Mass, so that purified, they may attain eternal glory. This 
is the power of a funeral. A Christian burial is the Church as a whole praying on behalf of the departed that their sins 
be my purified and that they may be brought into heaven.  

• All souls day. November 2nd 
• Funeral is a period of mourning, prayer, work and intercession of behalf of the dead. The celebratory element 

is celebrating the hope of eternal life that may be possible for that soul. A funeral is NOT a celebration of 
life.  

• We can help our deceased brethren attain salvation. Remember we are all in this together.  If Job's sons were 
purified by their father's sacrifice, why would we doubt that our offerings for the dead bring them some 
consolation?  

Purgatory is not a second chance at salvation after death. At the moment of death, every soul is judged (Heb. 9:27) to 
either heaven or hell based on whether or not they died in a state of grace. There is no second chance after death. 
Purgatory is for people who are going to heaven but require prior purification before being able to enjoy the beatific 
vision of God. Purgatory is not a place for those too bad for heaven but too good for hell.  
 
Hell  
Those who die in a state of mortal sin are judged immediately to hell. Hell, like purgatory and heaven, is better 
thought of as a state of being than a physical place (though there is no reason it cannot be physical as well). It is a 
state of eternal separation from God. The pain of hell is of two types: the primary pain of hell is called the pain of 
loss, by which is meant several things: first, the pain of being excluded from God’s presence for all eternity; second, 
the knowledge that it’s duration will continue forever without possibility of respite; third, the knowledge that it could 
have been otherwise, and fourth, the understanding that it is entirely one’s own fault. The secondary pain of hell is 
called the pain of sense. It is unknown what this pain is; the Bible uses words like “fire”, “worm” and “brimstone” to 
describe the pains of hell. 
 
We cannot be united with God in Heaven unless we freely choose to love him. But we cannot love God if we sin 
gravely against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves: "He who does not love remains in death. Anyone who 
hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him." The teaching of the 
Church affirms the existence of hell and its eternity. Immediately after death the souls of those who die in a state of 
mortal sin descend into hell, where they suffer the punishments of hell. The chief punishment of hell is eternal 
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separation from God, in whom alone man can possess the life and happiness for which he was created and for which 
he longs. Hell is truly right and just punishment for one’s sins if he freely chooses to separate himself from God. The 
punishment is an acknowledgement of ones free will. God predestines no one to go to hell; for hell to be attained, a 
willful turning away from God (a mortal sin) is necessary, and persistence in it until the end. 

• Hell is real 
• God does not damn, rather we damn ourselves and our Lord rightly and justly acknowledges our choice. 
• Because of the blindness of sin, we can damn ourselves and not really know it. 

 

Prayers 

Prayer for the Preparation and Acceptance of Death  
O Jesus, adoring Thy last breath, I beseech Thee to receive my own. I know not whether I shall have free use of my 
understanding when I leave this world, so from this moment I offer to Thee my agony and all the pains of my 
departing. Thou art my Father and my Savior. I commend my soul into Thy hands. I desire that my last moment be 
united to Thy death, and that the last beat of my heart may be an act of pure love for Thee. My Lord and my God, 
form this moment I accept from Thy hands, with resignation and cheerfulness, the kind of death it may please Thee to 
send me, with all its pains and anguishes. AMEN. 
 
Prayer for the Holy Souls in Purgatory – St. Gerturde 
Eternal Father, I offer You the most precious blood of thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the Masses said 
throughout the world today, for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the universal 
church, for those in my own home and in my family. Amen. 
 
Prayer for the Holy Souls in Purgatory – St. Bernard 
O Loving Jesus, meek Lamb of God, I a miserable sinner, salute and worship the most Sacred Wound of Your 
Shoulder on which You bore Your heavy Cross, which so tore Your Flesh and laid bare Your Bones as to inflict on 
You an anguish greater than any other Wound of Your Most Blessed Body. I adore You, O Jesus most sorrowful; I 
praise and glorify You and give You thanks for this most sacred and painful Wound, beseeching You by the crushing 
burden of Your heavy Cross to be merciful to the souls in purgatory and to me, a sinner, to forgive me all my mortal 
and venial sins, and to lead me on towards Heaven along the Way of Your Cross. Amen. 
 


